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Aide-mémoire

Amel Association’s candidature for the 2016 Nobel peace prize.

I. Introduction:

H.E. former minister professor George Corm launched an initiative to
nominate Amel Association to receive the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize,
acknowledging its role in developing the values of democracy, civic
culture, promoting human rights in Lebanon, developing the work of
civil society organizations, and providing healthcare services,
psychological, social, and cultural support for marginalized groups,
residing in cities, suburbs and rural areas, in addition to its
exceptional efforts in aiding Syrian refugees in Lebanon and offering
essential humanitarian services over the past five years.

H.E. the Prime Minister of Lebanon and his Excellency the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants also sent letters to The Nobel Peace
Prize Committee, in support of the candidature of Amel Association.
Representatives of political parties in the Lebanese parliament
expressed their support for the candidature of Amel Association.
Additional support is being voiced by local, academic and social
milieus as well as foreign humanitarian institutions that share
historical cooperation and work relations with Amel Association.

IL. Introducing Amel Association:

37 years ago, in 1979, in light of the urgent need to face the
repercussions of the war in Lebanon that started in 1975, and the
Israeli invasion in March 1978 and its resulting tragedies and
displacements, Dr. Kamel Mohanna founded Amel Association
alongside a prominent group of professors, doctors, intellectuals,
journalists and social activists, aiming to offer the displaced and the
victims' families healthcare services and to treat the wounded and the
disabled. Dr. Mohanna presided and managed the association and
gave presentations, lectures and interventions at international
conferences and universities across Europe and the United States,




concerning the issues of refugees and voluntary humanitarian work.
He is currently the acting president of the civil society network in
Lebanon.

Amel Association’s workers reached 800 employees in addition to
dozens of Lebanese and foreign volunteers. It established 24 health
and social development centers at various Lebanese regions, as well
as six mobile medical units that provided, to date, quality medical
services for around 100 thousand persons living in distant areas,
underprivileged communities or refugee camps.

Amel Association, in cooperation with international and regional
institutions, took upon itself the task of preparing study curriculums
on human rights, international law, inter-community dialogue, and the
prevention of armed conflicts that were very beneficial to hundreds of
university students, social activists and jurists. The association also
organized, in 1982 (during the war in Lebanon), a transfer operation
of over one thousand critically wounded civilians to be treated for
gratis in European and American hospitals, at a time when Lebanese
hospitals were overwhelmed with thousands of victims.

Amel Association's centers spread across the most underprivileged
areas needing healthcare and development programs, in Beirut and its
suburbs, Mount Lebanon, the Bekaa valley, and south Lebanon. In
addition to the marginalized Lebanese, the association also provides
aid to Palestinian, Iraqi, Sudanese and other refugees residing in
Lebanon, as well as abused female migrant domestic workers.
Moreover, due to the Syrian crisis that started in 2011 and its horrific
effects on Syrian civilians, Amel Association's services expanded to
include both the Syrian refugees in Lebanon and the underprivileged
Lebanese communities hosting them. _

Amel Association provided over 8 million quality services to
marginalized Lebanese nationals. It also provided 1.5 million quality
services to Syrian refugees during the past 3 years. These services
covered empowering female refugees and healthcare, care for the
elderly, protection of children's rights, and providing women with
crafting skills and training that will enable them to achieve financial
independence. '

Amel Association was recognized as an international non-
governmental organization INGO (Amel Association International)
on 15/12/2010 in Geneva. It also established partnership programs
with civil society institutions and non-governmental organizations in




Egypt, Jordan, France, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Norway, Denmark, Japan and Canada.

Amel Association has been given a consultative status at The United
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It has a close
working relation with the World Health Organization (WHO), the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United
Nations Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF), and the European
Union (EU). Amel Association is also an active member of the
International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA).

Throughout the last few years, Amel Association's centers became
part of many UN and foreign government officials' visits to Lebanon.
Among these prominent figures are France's President Frangois
Holland, the Secretary-General of the United Nations Ban Ki-moon,
" as well as many European Foreign Ministers (Germany, the United
Kingdom, Belgium, the Netherlands, France, Sweden, Norway, and
many others).  This reflects the deep gratitude and appreciation for
Amel Association's serious humanitarian efforts, as well as its
efficient aid-management and its commitment to Human Rights and
its ability to make a positive influence on society.

III. Why nominating Amel Association for The 2016 Nobel Peace
Prize?

1- Amel Association is well known for being a civil, non-sectarian
humanitarian organization aiming to .serve and raise people's
awareness of their fundamental rights, without any discrimination
on the basis of religion, political affiliation or nationality.

2- Amel association has been, for over three decades, an example
of successful and active humanitarian organization thanks to its
effective institutional approach. The association tries to cope with
the evolution of the needs as well as the repercussions of new
pressing circumstances, making it a role model to many civil
society organizations in Lebanon and abroad.

3- Amel Association expresses Lebanon's commitment, out of a
sense of brotherly compassion, to alleviate the negative effects of
war on Syrian civilians and to aid Syrian refugees that Lebanon




welcomed on its territory, making available all its potentials and
resources at their disposal.

4.

Amel Association offers, through its diverse humanitarian

work, a vision for positive change in the Arab region while facing
relentless attempts to drag the region to extremism and
intolerance. Amel Association's presence in Lebanon, a country
distinct for its religious, intellectual and cultural diversity, as well
as the wide range of public freedoms and cultural openness, 1s
helping the association achieve that desired change.

IV. What does the candidature of Amel Association for the 2016
Nobel Peace Prize mean to Lebanon?

=

It is a recognition of the contributions made by Lebanon, a
small country with limited capabilities, and to Amel
Association, that depends on limited grants and donations, in
helping all refugees whose numbers are approaching half of
Lebanon's population, at a time when large states and
organizations with abundant resources failed to deal with a
fewer number of refugees.

It is an expression of appreciation to the Lebanese people, who,
irrespective of their political orientations, embraced Syrian
refugees and seeked to alleviate their suffering. Lebanon is
acting wisely and exercising a lot of patience in dealing with a
very difficult situation and an existential threat that no other
country has ever faced.

It is a ftribute to local and international civil society
organizations that play a complementary role to the work of
governmental institutions, in increasing human rights awareness
through voluntary service, preserving human dignity, as well as
addressing the causes of poverty, developing the sense of
brotherhood while promoting soc1al cohesion and opposing
violence and extremism.




